THE  MACHINERY  OF  DIFFUSION	6l
is brought about is conquest. This takes two forms—in the
simpler and probably earlier,, a group of migrants occupies
an area already inhabited by a weaker group. Even when the
invaded are at a much lower level of culture than the
invaders., they usually possess some traits which the invaders
lack,, so that there is a period of comparison, adaptation, and
development until the two groups become completely merged.
Then., unless there are fresh contacts with the outside world,
there follows the inevitable slow decline.
In the second type of conquest the conquerors maintain
their connexion with their homeland, or with their kinsmen
who have conquered other areas, and in consequence do not
merge so readily with the conquered. This type of conquest
results in the formation of empires. We may define an
empire, in its simplest form, as a community consisting of
two or more once independent groups under the suzerainty
of one of them. We are so much accustomed to regarding
England, France, and Germany as countries that we do not
realize that it is more or less recently that they ceased to
be empires. England under the heptarchy was a number of
independent states; it later became an empire under the
suzerainty of Wessex. Later still it formed part of the empire
of Canute, and it was not until after the Norman Conquest
that it became one country, forming part of an empire which
for four hundred years usually included a great part of
France. France cannot be said to have become a country
till the time of Louis XI, and its boundaries were altered as
recently as 1918. Nobody can now say with any confidence
where Germany begins and ends. In the eighteenth century
Bavaria could fight beside France against the rest of Germany
without any feeling of treachery, and Bavaria was fonned
out of a number of what had been independent communities.
Let us bear these facts in mind when considering the
remote past, and try to realize that Egypt, Persia, Babylonia,
and China were formed by conquest out of numbers of

